
 

 

ST. COLUMBUS SCHOOL 

DAYALBAGH, FBD.  

HOLIDAY  HOMEWORK FOR WINTER BREAK (202 5-26) 

CLASS ïXI I (HUMANITIES ) 

 

Holiday is the time that all students eagerly wait for. We all 

makeplans to enjoy, relax and to empower ourselves during 

these days. 

This winter vacation, the holiday homework is designed as 

a medium for you all to achieve the motto of ñFun and Learnò. 

 

We have made this winter break homework only activity-based. 

We are looking forward to the children coming back with 

smiling and joyous faces . All of us at St. Columbus School 

wish happy and enjoyable  holidays  and Happy New Year to 

one and all.  

 

Regards  

Columbian Family 

  



 

 

 

SUBJECT ï ENGLISH  

ASSIGNMENT - I  

 
SECTION A: READING SKILLS (22 MARKS) 

Reading Comprehension Through Unseen Passages 

Q1. Read the passage text carefully:       

 12 m 

1. History books often praise the boldðthe generals who commanded armies, 

the inventors who reshaped technology, the leaders whose speeches stirred nations. 

Yet, if one looks closely at society, it becomes clear that the true backbone of a 

community is neither the loudest nor the most celebrated. It is the ordinary individual 

whose unnoticed acts of responsibility, kindness and persistence sustain the rhythms 

of daily life. These people rarely receive awards, nor do they expect them. Their 

contributions are quiet but essential, forming the invisible foundation upon which 

great achievements stand. 

2. Consider the simple act of reliability. While innovations may catapult 

humanity forward, it is the dependable individualðthe teacher who shows up every 

morning, the bus driver who starts his route at dawn, the nurse who offers a reassuring 

smile to every patientðwho ensures that life keeps moving steadily. Their constancy 

allows others the freedom to dream, plan and pursue ambitious goals. Without this 

base of predictability, society would quickly descend into chaos, for dreams require 

stability in which to grow. 

3. But quiet strength is not limited to reliability. It is also found in the courage of 

individuals who face personal difficulties with dignity. The grandmother who raises 

her grandchildren despite her limited income, the young student who studies under the 

dim light of a street lamp because electricity is unreliable at home, or the shopkeeper 

who continues serving customers even after a natural disaster has wiped out half the 

townðthese people carry a kind of bravery that does not make headlines. Still, it 

inspires those who witness it, for it shows that resilience is often forged in the fires of 

everyday struggle rather than dramatic heroism. 

4. Modern society, however, tends to overlook this strength. Social media 

amplifies the spectacular, the glamorous, and the exceptional. The world celebrates 

viral achievements, instant success, and overnight fame, creating an illusion that 

greatness must always be dazzling. As a result, many fail to appreciate the profound 

value of the ordinary. But if the glamorous achievements vanished tomorrow, the 

world would not collapse; if the quiet workers disappeared, society would crumble 

within hours. 

5. It is also worth noting that ordinary people often influence others more deeply 

than public figures do. A student may forget a famous motivational speech but 

remember forever the teacher who explained a difficult chapter patiently. A child may 

not recall the name of a world leader but will always cherish the neighbour who 

stitched their torn schoolbag. These gestures, though small, have an enduring impact 

because they are personal and real. They touch human emotion in ways that grand 

gestures often cannot. 

6. Moreover, quiet strength is closely linked to empathy. Ordinary people tend to 

understand the struggles of others because they experience many of the same 

challenges themselves. It is the clerk who shares her umbrella with a stranger during a 

sudden downpour, the farmer who distributes a portion of his harvest to needy 

families, or the bus conductor who waits an extra minute because he notices a 



 

 

schoolboy running desperately toward the vehicle. These small decisions, born out of 

compassion rather than obligation, ripple outward to create a more humane society. 

7. In essence, the extraordinary lies hidden within the ordinary. When we open our 

eyes to the subtle ways people support one anotherðthrough steady work, silent 

resilience, or simple acts of careðwe begin to appreciate that human greatness is not 

always loud. It is often humble, steady, and unremarkable on the surface. Yet its 

effects are enduring. 

8. The world would be wiser, perhaps gentler, if we recognized and celebrated these 

quiet contributors more often. Instead of idolizing only those who rise to dramatic 

heights, we could learn to honour the millions who rise each morning determined to 

do their best, even when no one is watching. The true strength of society, after all, 

does not lie solely in its towering achievements but in the countless ordinary hands 

that hold it up every day. 

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above. 

1. According to the essay, ordinary individuals:     

 (1m) 

i.       Seek recognition for their efforts  

ii . Form the unnoticed yet essential base of society 

iii . Are less important than innovators  

iv. Avoid responsibility 

 

2. What does the author mean by the ñinvisible foundationò of society? Answer in 

30 ï 40 words.         

   (2m) 

3. Identify the word from the passage that means ñexcessive admiration or praiseò.

 (1m) 

 

4. The grandmother raising her grandchildren represents:    

 (1m) 

i. Technological progress ii. Silent resilience   iii. Overnight fame iv. 

Ritualistic duty 

 

5. According to the passage, social media distorts societyôs understanding of 
greatness by  .    

                                                                                                                                           

(1m) 

6. What does the author imply about the relationship between struggle and resilience? 

Answer in 30-40 words.(2m) 

 

7. Read the given assertion (A) and reason (R) and choose the option that correctly 

analyses the statements.  

Assertion (A): Modern society often overlooks quiet strength.   

 (1m)  

Reason (R): Social media highlights only dramatic or glamorous 

achievements. 

i. Both assertion and reason are true, and the reason correctly explains the assertion. 

ii . Both are true, but the reason does NOT explain the assertion. 

iii . Assertion is true, but the reason is false.  

iv. Assertion is false, but the reason is true. 

 



 

 

8. The phrase ñhuman greatness is not always loudò implies that:   

 (1m) 

i. Most achievements must be announced publicly            ii. True greatness can be 

quiet and subtle 

   iii. Greatness depends on popularity  iv. Silence is preferred in society 

 

9. How does empathy manifest in small everyday decisions as mentioned in the text? 

Answer in 30 -40 words. 2m 

 

Q2.Read the following passage carefully.      

 10 m 

(1) Indiaôs journey in lunar exploration marks one of the most compelling scientific 
success stories of the 21st century. The Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO) entered the global arena of lunar science with the launch of 

Chandrayaan-1 in 2008, a mission that fundamentally reshaped humanityôs 

understanding of the Moon. Carrying 11 scientific instruments from India and 

international partners, the spacecraft made the landmark discovery of water 

molecules and hydroxyl on the lunar surfaceðan achievement that placed India 

firmly among the worldôs most innovative space-faring nations. 

 

 

 

(2) A significant indicator of Indiaôs progression in this domain is the increasing 
technological complexity and launch mass of its lunar space craft. The diagram 

below, based on publicly documented mass data of Chandrayaan missions, 

highlights the scale and ambition of Indiaôs developments over time: 

 

(3) The chart clearly illustrates a dramatic leap from Chandrayaan-1ôs modest 

1,380 kg to the much more sophisticated 3,850 kg Chandrayaan-2 mission, 

launched in 2019. This expansion in mass reflects not only the inclusion of an 

orbiter, lander, and rover, but also the growth of Indiaôs engineering 

capabilities in deep-space navigation, autonomy, thermal management, and 

precision landing technologies. 

 

(4) Although the lander Vikram of Chandrayaan-2 did not achieve a soft landing, 

the orbiter continues to function with exceptional efficiency ,sending high-

resolution images and spectroscopic data that support studies on lunar geology, 

exosphere mapping, and mineral composition. 

 



 

 

(5) TheChandrayaan-

3mission(2023)demonstratedIndiaôsresilienceandscientificmaturity.Withalaunc

h mass of around 3,900 kg, only slightly higher than Chandrayaan-2, the 

mission focused solely on delivering a lander (Vikram) and rover (Pragyan) 

safely to the lunar surface. Its successful soft landing near the Moonôs south 

polar region made India the first nation to land in this area and the fourth ever 

to 

achievealunarsoftlanding.Thismilestonehasexpandedglobalinterestintheregiond

uetoitspotential reserves of water ice, which could be crucial for future human 

habitation. 

 

(6) Indiaôs progression in lunar exploration reflects a clear trajectory: increasing 
mission complexity, enhanced scientific objectives, and a steady climb in 

engineering confidence. The consistent growth captured in the diagrammatic 

survey data mirrors ISROôs long-term visionðmaking India a leading 

contributor to global lunar science and future interplanetary exploration efforts. 

 

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above. 

1. Which discovery made duringChandrayaan-1significantlyadvancedgloballunar 

research?(1m) 

i. Existence of volcanic glass                          ii.Presence of water molecules on the 

lunar surface 

iii.Presence of methane in lunar craters          iv.A new type of lunar mineral 

 

2. Write a synonym for ñmodestò as used in the passage.(1m) 

3. Based on the passage, the south polar region of the Moon is considered 

scientifically significant because____(1m) 

4. What can be inferred 

aboutIndiaôsscientificapproachfromitscontinuationwithChandrayaan-3 after 

Chandrayaan-2 faced a set back? Answer in 30 ï40 words.(2m) 

5. Read the given assertion (A) and reason (R) and choose the option that correctly 

analyses the statements.  

Assertion (A): Chandrayaan-2ôs orbiter continues to contribute valuable scientific 

data.(1m)  

Reason (R): It failed to enter lunar orbit successfully. 

i. Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A 

ii . Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation 

iii . A is true, but R is false  

iv. A is false,but R is true 

 

6. How does the survey data support ISROôs long-term vision for lunar 

exploration?Answer in 30 ï 40 words (2m) 

7. What does the increase in launch massfromChandrayaan-1 to Chandrayaan-2 

mainly indicate?(1m) 

i.        India started using heavier launch vehicles  

ii . Growth in spacecraft complexity and instrumentation 

iii . Addition of foreign payloads only  

iv. A shift from lunar science to planetary science 

 

8. What was the primary focus of theChandrayaan-3 mission? (1m) 



 

 

 

SECTION B: CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS (18 MARKS)  

Q3. Attempt any ONE of the two, (A) and (B) given below in about 50 words:

 (4m) 

(A) Draft a notice in about 50 words, urging students of classes IX and XI to be 

volunteer teachers for a three- week literacy camp to be held in your school from 

Monday, the 15
th
 of December to Friday, the 2

nd
 of January as part of the community 

service internship. Children from the neighbourhood slums would be taught basic 

reading, writing, listening, speaking and numerical skills. Mention the timings and the 

venue of the camp. You are Rita/Kailash Teacher-in-charge of community service. 

OR 

(B) You are Renuka/Rahul Bhatia, President of J M Colony, Pawanshahr, Residents 

Welfare Association. You are planning to organise a free eye care camp in 

collaboration with a reputed hospital for the senior citizens of your locality. Draft a 

notice informing the residents about the camp. Include all necessary details. Put your 

notice in a box. 

 

Q4. Attempt any ONE of the two, (A) and (B) given below in about 50 words:

 (4m) 

(A) You are TarlaDutta, proprietor of Childôs Planet ð The Kidsô Learning Store, a 

showroom of childrenôs educational toys. Draft a formal printed invitation (50 words) 

to be sent to your patrons, friends, and relatives, inviting them to the inauguration of 

your new showroom. Include essential details such as day, date, time, venue, and any 

special guest, if applicable. 

OR 

(B) Draft a formal invitation letter in not more than 50 words from Dr. Singh, 

Director of the Clean Water Initiative, for a panel discussion on óAccess to Safe 

Drinking Waterô, inviting Dr Murugan Chedda to be one of the panellists. Mention a 

compelling highlight of the panel discussion along with other necessary details. 

 

Q5. Attempt any ONE from (A) and (B) given below in 150 words: (5m) 

(A) You are Bhaskar/Bharti of 77 Block C, Rose Avenue, Meerut. You are very 

disturbed to see young children begging at traffic signals which is very dangerous for 

their lives as well as for the commuters. Write a letter in 150 words to the editor of a 

national daily expressing your concern and suggesting ways and remedies to prevent 

this menace. You may use some of the given cues along with your own ideas. 

BEGGING ï A CRIME 

SAVE THE CHILDREN ï- TAKE ACTION 

¶ AT TRAFFIC INTERSECTIONS 

¶ AT MARKET PLACES 

THEY NEED CARE 

GIVE THEM BASIC NECESSITIES FOOD, SHELTER, EDUCATION PREVENT           

CHILD ABUSE STOP CHILD EXPLOITATION 

¶ TEACH THEM SKILLS 

 

OR 



 

 

Á Emotional impact on elderly people 
Á Physical neglect, effect on mental health 
Á Ethical need for children to take responsibility 
Á Social implications of neglecting elders 
Á Alternative solutionsς family and community support 

¶ WhoïWhatïWhenïWhereïWhyï How 

(B) You are Aaira/Aaryan Sharma of #1447 óArjun Blockô Vikrant Apartments, 

Mumbai. Write a job application along with your bio-data, in response to the 

following advertisement that you came across in a newspaper. 

 

ARCADE ARCHITECTS 

Require 

Á Creative and detail-oriented Junior Architect to assist in designing residential and 

commercial buildings 

Á Candidate must have a Bachelorôs degree in Architecture 

Á 1 ï 3 years relevant experience 

Á Proficiency in CAD software 

Á Experience in project design, drafting and site supervision 

Á A passion for innovative design and sustainable architecture is a must Apply within 15 

days to: hr_manager@sujbuildwell.com 

 

Q6. Attempt any ONE from (A) and (B) given below in about 120-150 words:

 (5m) 

(A) Reflecting on the disturbing realties observed in old age homes, write an 

article titled óFrom Neglect on the need to care for elderly parents rather than 

abandoning themô. Discuss the various implications of 

neglecting elderly family members and how we can promote a culture of compassion 

and responsibility towards ageing parents. You may use some of the given cues along 

with your own ideas. You are 

Shree/ShreejiSaha of class XII Suryodaya Sr Sec School. 

 

OR 

(B) You are Fatima/Firdous Khan. Your schoolôs Community Outreach Club, in 

association with Rotary Club, recently set-up a library for slum children in the 

Seemapuri, district of Baranagar. The library was inaugurated by the local councillor, 

ShriBiswajit Das. Wite a detailed report on the event for the club newsletter. You 

may organise the report by following: 

 

SECTION C: LITERATURE (40 MARKS)  

Q7. Read the given extracts to attempt the questions with reference to context:

 6x1= 6m 

(A) ñSome shape of beauty moves away the pall  

From our dark spirits. 

Such the sun, the moon,  

Trees old, and young, sprouting a shady boon  

For simple sheep; and such are daffodils 

With the green world they live in.ò (A Thing of Beauty) 

mailto:hr_manager@sujbuildwell.com


 

 

 

1. State whether the given statement is TRUE or FALSE. 

The poet suggests that beauty has the ability to lift human spirits.   

  

2. Fill in the blank with a suitable word/phrase. 

The poet refers to ordinary natural objects like the sun, moon, trees, and daffodils 

because they offer a__ form of joy accessible to everyone.   

     

3. How does this extract support the Romantic belief in natureôs healing power? 

  

4. What can be inferred about the poetôs attitude towards nature.   

  

i. He sees it merely as a back drop for human activity. 

ii . He believes nature holds spiritual and emotional value. 

iii . He thinks nature distracts people from responsibilities. 

iv. He considers nature ordinary and unremarkable. 

5. Identify the figure of speech in ñmoves away the pall.ò 

6. The phrase ñshady boonò refers to: 

i. Darkness at night ii.A blessing of shade  

iii.A harmful shadow iv.A magical object 

 

OR 

(B) ñWhat I want should not be 

confused with total inactivity.  

Life is what it is about; 

I want no truck with death. 

If we were not so single-minded  

about keeping our lives moving,  

and for once could do nothing, 

perhaps a huge silence 

might interrupt this sadness 

of never understanding ourselves 

and of threatening ourselves with death. (Keeping Quiet) 

1. What does the use of the word ósilenceô in the line, ñperhaps a huge silenceò 

suggest? 

2. In terms of tone and attitude, how does the line, ñlife is what it is about, I want no 

truck with deathò compare to the poetôs message? 

i. It is confrontational in tone.  ii. It is more cynical than the poetôs tone.  

iii . It carries the same contemplative but hopeful tone.  iv. It is detached and 

indifferent. 

3. Complete the sentence appropriately. 

There should be no war because the poet does not want to see trucks laden  . 

4. Select the correct option from those given in the brackets, to fill in the blank. 

According to the poet, lack of __ (understanding/enthusiasm/hierarchy) is to be 

blamed for the condition of threatening ourselves with death. 

5. The speaker implies that all of the following may result from a moment of silence 

in the given extract except 

i. Reduction in sadness ii. Peaceful reflection 



 

 

iii. A break from constant motion iv. Continued misunderstanding of self 

6. How are human beings single-minded? 

Q8. Read the given extracts to attempt the questions with reference to context:

 4x1= 4m 

(A) Sometimes I think Grand Central is growing like a tree, pushing out new 

corridors and staircases like roots. Thereôs probably like a tree, pushing out new 

corridors way under the city right now, on its way to Times Square, and maybe 

another to Central Park. And maybe ð because for so many people through the years 

Grand Central has been an exit, a way of escape how the tunnel I got intoé But I 

never told my psychiatrist friend about that idea. (The Third Level) 

 

1. How does the author convey the idea that Grand Central Station serves as a 

metaphor for escape and transition in urban life? 

2. The writer says, ñthink Grand Central is growing like a tree, pushing out new 

corridors and staircases like roots.ò What is the most likely reason for it? 

(i) The station has many levels as it is constantly under construction. 

(ii ) The station has many trees. 

(iii ) He finds the station like a huge tree, which keeps on spreading its roots and 

branches all over. 

(iv) It is a hub for urban exploration and discovery, much like the intricate network 

of roots and branches in a tree. 

3. Complete the following suitably. 

The Grand Central Station was óan exit and an escapeô for many people through the 

years. This is because 

 . 

4. How might understanding the theme of escapism mentioned in the extract reflect 

on the scenario of seeking refuge in the past? 

OR 

(B) Human civilisations have been around for a paltry 12,000 years ð barely a 

few seconds on the geological clock. In that short amount of time, weôve managed to 

create quite a ruckus, etching our dominance over Nature with our villages, towns, 

cities, megacities. The rapid increase of human populations has left us battling with 

other species for limited resources, and the unmitigated burning of fossil fuels has 

now created a blanket of carbon dioxide around the world, which is slowly but surely 

increasing the average global temperature. (Journey to the end of the World) 

 

1. What ruckus has human civilization created on our planet earth? 

2. Limited resources today, is the result of  . 

(i) Godôs anger    (ii) corruption  

(iii) unmitigated burning of fossil fuels (iv) sins of human beings 

3. Give one reason why the writing style of the extract can be called descriptive. 

4. Read the assertion and the reason below, with reference to the given extract: 

Assertion (A): Human beings have caused serious environmental damage in a very 

short span of time. Reason (R): Human civilizations have existed for millions of 

years, giving them enough time to disturb the planet. 



 

 

(i) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A. (iii) A is true but 

R is false. 

(ii ) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A. (iv) A is 

false but R is true. 

 

Q9. Read the given extracts to attempt the questions with reference to context:

 6x1= 6m 

(A) Then from one thing to another, M. Hamel went on to talk of the French 

language, saying that it was the most beautiful language in the world ð the clearest, 

the most logical; that we must guard it among us and never forget it, because when 

a people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they had 

the key to their prison. Then he opened a grammar and read us our lesson. I was 

amazed to see how well I understood it. All he said seemed so easy, so easy! I think, 

too, that I had never listened so carefully, and that he had never explained 

everything with so much patience. It seemed almost as if the poor man wanted to 

give us all he knew before going away, and to put it all into our heads at one stroke.

 (The Last Lesson) 

 

1. Complete the following suitably. 

A language gives a cultural and national  ________. 

2. Explain any one possible inference that can be drawn from the line, ñM. 

Hamel went on to talk of the French language, saying that it was the most beautiful 

language in the world ð the clearest, the most logical; that we must guard it among 

us and never forget it.ò 

3. According to M Hamel, why must the people hold fast to their language? 

(a) It is the most beautiful language in the world.  

(b) It is the key to their prison when enslaved. 

    (c) It is the easiest language.  

    (d) It helps them communicate internationally. 

     (e) It is not an understandable language. 

i. (a) and (b) ii. (c) and (d) iii. (c), (d) and (e) iv. (b), (c) and (d) 

4. What advice of M Hamel shows that he was a patriot indulging in sentimental 

exaggeration? 

5. Select the correct option from those given in brackets to fill in the blank. 

According to M Hamel, the French is the most  (logical/illogical) language in the 

world. 

6. Look at the table below. Column A provides instances from the story óThe Last 

Lessonô. Column B provides titles of some famous English language poems. 

Choose the option that correctly match items of Column A with Column B. 

ColumnA ColumnB 

1.M.Hamel distributed new copies that looked like 

Little French flags, and ended the class with an 

emphatic ñViva La France!ò 

a)óRemorse is memory 

awakeô(Emily 

Dickinson) 



 

 

2.Hauser sat at the end of the class, thumbing his 
primer, desperately trying to learn with the children, 

even as he cried. 

b)óA House called 

Tomorrowô(Alberto 

Rios) 

3.M.Hamel shared how Alsace always put off learning, 

and how its people always thought they had plenty of 
time. 

c)óFor Whom the Bell 

Tollsô(John Donne) 

4.Class ended when the church clock struck twelve. 

And then the Angelus. Simultaneously, Prussian 

trumpets sounded under the school windows. 

d)óDo Not Go gentle into 

that Good nightô(Dylan 

Thomas) 

i.1 ï (a);2ï (b);3 ï (c);4ï (d) ii.1 ï(b); 2ï (c);3 ï

(d); 4ï(a) 

iii.1 ï (c);2ï (d);3 ï (a);4ï (b) iv.1ï(d);2ï(a);3ï

(b);4ï(c) 

 

OR 

(B) éit was a big and confusing forest which he had gotten into. He tried, to be sure, to 

walk in a definite direction, but the paths twisted back and forth so strangely! He 

walked and walked without coming to the end of the wood, and finally he realised 

that he had only been walking around in the same part of the forest. All at once he 

recalled his thoughts about the world and the rattrap. Now his own turn had come. 

He had let himself be fooled by a bait and had been caught. The whole forest, with 

its trunks and branches, its thickets and fallen logs, closed in upon him like an 

impenetrable prison from which he could never escape.  (The Rattrap) 

 

1. How would you characterise the mood of the above extract? 

i. mysterious, restful  ii.  ominous, despairing  

iii. thoughtful, whimsical iv. philosophical, anguished 

2. By what bait had the peddler been fooled? 

3. The consequence of óhis own turnô having come was that the peddler had  . 

i. got irreversibly lost in the thick, warped forest.  

ii . been fooled and imprisoned in a hopeless prison. 

iii . been walking around the same part of the forest.   

iv. walked the whole forest without finding the end. 

4. The above extract richly employs literary devices. Look at the table below. Choose 

the option that correctly matches the instances/ examples in Column A with the 

literary devices in Column B: 

Column A Column B 

1. The forest closed in upon the peddler like an impenetrable prison. a)  imagery 

2. The big and confusing forest with its twisted paths, trunks, branches, 

thickets and fallen logs. 

b) metaphor 

3. It was a big and confusing forest which he had gotten into. The 

peddler had been fooled and was trapped in the forest. 

c)  simile 

    i. 1 - (a) ; 2 ï (b) ; 3 ï (c)   ii. 1 ï (c) ; 2 ï (a) ; 3 ï (b) 

iv.1 ï (c) ; 2 ï (b) ; 3 ï (a)              iv. 1 ï (b) ; 2 ï (c) ; 3 ï (a) 



 

 

5. Imagine that the peddler from óThe Rattrapô turned his life around, and decided 

to write of his experience. Which of the following is likely to be the peddlerôs book, 

from the popular books shown below? 

 

i) Option (i) ii) Option (ii) iii) Option (iii)  iv) Option (iv) 

 

6. What can we infer about the peddlerôs thought in the line,ñThe whole forest,with 

its trunks and branches, its thickets and fallen logs,closed in upon him like an 

impenetrable prison from which he could never escape.ò 

i. that he was in different  ii. that he had no fear 

iii . that he realized his mistake         iv. that he is determined to find his way. 

 

Q10. Answer any five of the following six questions, in about 40 -50 words.

 5x2=10m 

1. In the lesson, óDeep Waterô, the YMCA pool was ironically thought to be safe for 

learning to swim. Explain. 

2. The author Ashokamitran has literary inclinations from the account in the lesson, 

óPoets and Pancakesô. Give some evidences from the text. 

3. What does Umberto Eco mean by the concept of óIntersticesô in our lives? 

Elaborate based on the lesson, óThe Interviewô. 

4. How does Kamala Das help her readers visualise her motherôs condition in her 

poem, óMy Mother at Sixty- Sixô? 

5. Though money holds the same value everywhere, the poet in óThe Roadside Standô 

draws a distinction between city money and country money. Elaborate. 

6. Aunt Jennifer uses embroidery as her form of expression, just as Adrienne Rich 

uses poetry. Do you agree? Support your response with reference to the poem 

óAunt Jenniferôs Tigersô. 

Q11. Answer any two of the following three questions, in about 40 ï 50 words.

 2x2=4m 

1. How do both Zitkala-Sa and Bama highlight the humiliation faced due to their 

social identity? 

2. Pearl Buck depicts the servants in a way to convey a message about Japanese 

people and culture. Support your answer with textual evidence from the lesson 

óThe Enemyô. 

3. Why does Tishani Doshi refer to Antarctica as ña time machineò? Support your 

answer with two arguments. 



 

 

Q12. Answer any one of the following two questions in about 120-150 words:

 1x5=5m 

(A) Both Indigo and Lost Spring portray how individuals respond differently to social 

injustice and exploitation. Keeping this in mind, analyse how Rajkumar Shuklaôs 

persistent fight against oppression contrasts with the quiet endurance of the bangle 

makers of Firozabad. How do their choices highlight the values of courage, agency, 

and social responsibility? 

OR 

(B) Sophieôs world is shaped by a mix of dreams, desires, and the harsh realities around 

her. Keeping this in mind, examine how Sophieôs fantasies influence her decisions 

and relationships. How does the story highlight the importance of balancing 

aspirations with practicality in real life? 

 

Q13. Answer any one of the following two questions in about 120-150 words:

 1x5=5m 

(A) The story óOn the Face of Itô conveys the value that genuine human connection can 

transform loneliness into confidence and help individuals look beyond their physical 

limitations. Keeping this in mind, examine how the characters of Derry and Mr. 

Lamb reflect the themes of alienation and loneliness in the story. 

OR 

(B) You are an animal welfare activist. Today you learned about the deliberate killing of 

tigers by the óTiger Kingô. Write a diary entry expressing your shock, concern, and 

thoughts on protecting animal rights. (150 words) 

You may begin: 

Today, I came across a deeply disturbing piece of news that has shaken me to the core. 

I learned that éé. 

 

ASSIGNMENT ï II  
 

SECTION A Reading Skills (22 marks) 

1. Read the following passage carefully: 12 

(1) ñMy aunt will be down presently, Mr. Nuttel,ò said a very self-possessed young lady 

of fifteen; ñin the meantime you must try and put up with me.ò 

(2) Framton Nuttel endeavoured to say something which should duly flatter the niece of 

the moment without unduly discounting the aunt that was to come. Privately he 

doubted more than ever whether these formal visits on a succession of total strangers 

would do very much towards helping the nerve cure which he was supposed to be 

undergoing. 

(3) ñI know how it will be,ò his sister had said when he was preparing to migrate to this 

rural retreat; ñyou will bury yourself down there and not speak to a living soul, and 

your nerves will be worse than ever from moping. I shall give you letters of 

introduction to all the people I know there. Some of them, as far as I can remember, 

were quite nice.ò 

(4) ñDo you know many of the people around here? asked the niece, when she judged 
that they had had sufficient silent communion. 

(5) ñHardly a soul,ò said Framton. ñMy sister was staying here, at the rectory, you know, 

some four years ago, and she gave me letters of introduction to some of the people 

here.ò 



 

 

(6) He made the last statement in a tone of distinct regret. 

(7) ñThen you know practically nothing about my aunt?ò pursued the self-possessed 

young lady. 

(8) ñOnly her name and address,ò admitted the caller. He was wondering whether Mrs. 
Sappleton was in the married or widowed state. An undefinable something about the 

room seemed to suggest masculine habitation. - ñThe Open Windowò By H H 

Munro (Saki) 

1. Answer the following questions, based on the above passage: 

(i) What does the narrator mean when he describes the girl as ñvery self-

possessedô? 1 

(a) She is shy and quiet (b) She is confident and in control 

(c) She is nervous and distracted (d) She is rude and unfriendly 

(ii)  Complete the sentence. 1 

Framton Nuttel was in the countryside because he was seeking a __________. 

(iii)  How does Framton feel about his visit to the niece and her aunt? 1 

1. Hopeful 2. Cheerful 3.Nervous 4.Doubtful 5. Calm 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 and 4 

(c) 1 and 5 (d) 5 only 

(iv)What does the line, ñHe made the last statement in a tone of distinct regretò, 

suggest about Framtonôs feelings? 1 

(v) In the context of the passage, what does ñmopingò mean? 1 

(a) Sleeping too much (b) Being restless 

(c) Feeling gloomy and lonely (d) Walking quickly 

(vi) State whether the following statement is True or False 1 

Framton Nuttel feels excited about meeting new people. 

(vii)  How is the nieceôs behaviour different from Framton Nuttelôs? Use evidence 

from the passage.2 

(viii)  Why do you think Framton notices something ñmasculineò about the room? 

What does this show about his thoughts? 2 

(ix) What does the phrase ñshe judged that they had had sufficient silent 

communionò suggest about the niece?1 

(x) Which headline best fits the tone and events in this passage? 1 

(a) ñAn Awkward Introduction in the Countryò (b) ñThe Curious Case of Mrs 

Sappletonò 

(c) ñA Tragic Past Revealedò   (d) ñA Letter That Changed 

Everythingò 

 

2. Read the following passage carefully: 10 

(1) People below the age of 20 and above the age of 50 are more likely to believe 

fake news. Those relatively new to the use of the Internet still do not grasp the 

concept of fake information over these platforms, reveals a new survey óCountering 

Misinformation in Indiaô. This survey has been conducted jointly by Internet and 

Mobile Association of India (IAMAI). 

(2) At least 40% of the respondents believed in ómisinformationô received over 

social media if it came with leading backgrounds and evidence, while 34% of them 

believe the information when it is shared by a trustworthy organisation. 

(3) The dominant factor that drives people to forward such information is their 

belief that it might benefit others and help in their safety. In fact, that was the 

response of almost 50% of the respondents. This was compounded by the fact that at 

least 20% of the respondents expressed their lack of trust in conventional media, thus 

their faith in contents shared by common people over social media. 



 

 

(4) But even then, newspapers still remain the top source of information for most. 

At least 53% of the respondents trust what is generally perceived as neutral media and 

only 29% trust technology and social media platforms. 

(5) However, what was surprising was that almost 45% of the respondents did not 

even know about the existence of fact-checking organisations and most did not even 

know that journalists had to verify data before they let it out. Only 26% of the 

respondents believe that it is the responsibility of the media to curb or identify fake 

news. Many respondents also put the responsibility of identifying such fake news on 

an individual. 

(6) The survey has found that first time or early users of the Internet platforms are 

more susceptible to fake news than others. There is a need for building capacities and 

creating a National Civic Digital Literacy Strategic Plan. 

Answer the following questions, based on the above passage: 

(i) Select the option that comes under conventional media. 1 

(a) Instagram (b) Newspaper (c) Facebook (d)E-mail 

(ii)  Select the correct option 

One factor that prompts people to believe fake news is that: 1 

(a) it supports their point of view (b) they are biased 

(c) it is from a reliable site (d) it has more ólikesô and ósharesô 

(iii)  What according to the passage are the intentions of people who share 

information? 1 

(iv) Which reason do you infer from the passage is responsible for journalists 

spreading misinformation? 1 

(v) Complete the sentence appropriately: 1 

The threat faced by the new entrants in social media is _________ . 

(vi) Explain your understanding of the difference between ómisinformationô and 

ófake newsô. 2 

(vii)  As per your inference drawn from para 1, which category of people fall as 

victims to fake news?1 

(viii)  What is the blame game that goes on in fixing the onus of identifying fake 

news? 2 

SECTION B Creative Writing Skills (18 marks) 

3. Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in about 50 words. 1x4=4 

(a) You are Surya/Sarita, the school pupil leader of Adarsh Public School, Adarsh 

Nagar. Draft a notice informing students of class XII about the ñCareer Fairò 

scheduled in your school in January 2026. Invent other details. Put the notice in a box. 

OR 

(b) You are Kishore/Ketaki, the Secretary of Sukhdev Colony, Shanti Nagar. 

Draft a notice informing the residents about the New yearôs Eve celebrations in your 

colony. Invent other details. Put the notice in a box. 

4. Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in about 50 words. 1x4=4 

(a) You are Sohail Khan of Mehtab Manzil, 33 MG Road, Ahmed Nagar. Write 

an invite to your friend Sikandar Bhakt for the engagement ceremony of your 

daughter Chandni, at 3 Khaleel Road, Ahmed Nagar. Invent other details. 

OR 

(b) You are Keerthi/Kavin, personal assistant to Rohit Sharma, former Indian 

cricket captain. Write a reply on behalf of Rohit Sharma to the Principal, Siddharth 

Public School ï Gautam Budh Nagar, informing her that Rohit Sharma will not be 

able to attend the school annual sports day citing a valid reason. Mention other 

necessary details. 

5. Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in about 120 -150 words. 1x5=5 



 

 

Situation Wanted 
 

Required, qualified, experienced, M/F, dynamic, PGT Mathematics Teacher ï must be fluent in 

English and Hindi, good pay package ï must have taught XII board students ï soft skills and 

computer literacy must ï Contact, HRM (Human Resource Manager), Shubh Public School, Shubh 

Nagar with full bio-data within 15 days of the publication of this advertisement. 

(a) Write a letter to the Editor of a leading national daily highlighting the 

problems faced by the pedestrians, as the pavements are encroached upon by 

unauthorized peddlers, hawkers and other street vendors. These pedestrians 

(elderly/children) are vulnerable to road accidents as the vehicles run at high speeds 

on the roads. Suggest at least one solution to this problem. You are Amit/Amrita of 

Badal Nagar. 

OR 

(b) You are Abhishek/Ambica of J-113, Phase III, Sarathi Road, Shubh Nagar. 

You came across the following advertisement for the job of a PGT Mathematics 

Teacher in Shubh Public School, Shubh Nagar. Write your application along with 

your bio-data. 

 

6. Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in about 120 to 150 words. 1x5=5 

(a) Artificial Intelligence is the future of the 21st century. This will help mankind 

unravel the mysteries of life, making man more powerful. All the same, Artificial 

Intelligence has a few drawbacks too. Write an article for your school magazine. You 

may use the following cues along with your own ideas. You are Portia/Antonio of 

Akash Public School, Akash Nagar. 

AI can do the work more efficiently, faster and economically. Used in a wide 

spectrum ï medical science ï transportation ï weather forecasting etc. AI ï can take 

over all human activities ï making them vulnerable ï dictated by the robot ï humans 

will become robots. 

OR 

(b) You are Aiswarya/Alok, a student of class XII, of St. Peterôs Public School, 

Prabhat Nagar. You visited Anand Grounds and witnessed a vintage car rally. Write a 

detailed report to be published in a local daily. You may organize your report by using 

the following cues: [what ï when ï where ï why ï how]. 

SECTION C Literature (40 marks) 

7. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the given 

two,(a) or (b): 1x6=6  

(a) What I want should not be  

Confused with total in activity.   

Life is what it is about;   

I want no truck with death.   

If we were not so single-minded   

about keeping our lives moving. (Keeping Quiet)  

 

(i) Explain ï ñWhat I want should not be confused with total inactivityò. 

 1 

(ii)  Explain ï ñI want no truck with deathò.     

 1 



 

 

(iii)  Complete the analogy        

 1 

activity :______ ::______: death 

(iv) If you were the poet, what advice would you give to mankind?  

 1 

(v) Read the assertion and the reason below, with reference to the given extract:

 1 

Assertion: The poet values an active and meaningful life. 

Reason : Inactivity is equated with leisure, which the poet rejects. Choose the correct 

option. 

(a) Both the assertion and the reason are true. 

(b) The assertion is true, but the reason is false. 

(c) Both the assertion and the reason are false 

(d) Both the assertion and the reason are true, but the reason is not the correct 

explanation of the assertion. 

(vi) The poet himself is confused about life and death. (True/False).  

 1 

OR 

(b) Driving from my parentôs home  

to Cochin last Friday morning,  

I saw my mother, beside me,  

doze, open mouthed, 

her face ashen like that of a corpse  

and realized with pain 

that she was as old as she looked (My Mother at Sixty-Six) 

(i) What is the narratorôs state of mind as she was driving to Cochin?  

 1 

(a) Thrilled (b) Depressed (c) Angry (d) Motivated 

(ii)  Fill in the blank with appropriate words with reference to the extract: 

 1 

The phrase óher face ashen like that of a corpseô suggestséééééééé. 

(iii)  Fill i n the blank with appropriate words with reference to the extract: 

 1 

The author means she is________when she says órealized with painô. 

(a) Physically in pain (b)Emotionally upset (c)Relieved of hurt (d)Happy 

with realization 

 

(iv) Name the literary device used to depict the emotions and atmosphere of the scene 

in the car. 1 

(v) Which of the following is an example of ominous foreshadowing in the extract?

 1 

(a) It was a Friday    (b) The mother is dozing  

(c) The motherôs face is like a corpse (d) The poet expresses pain 

(vi) Complete the following analogy correctly: 1 

She is a shining star: Metaphor 

My mother leads a lonely life: _______. 

 

3.Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the given 

two,(a) or (b): 1x4=4 

 



 

 

(a)But at this moment the door opened and she looked out, a dark-blue woollen haori 

over her kimono. She came to him affectionately and put her arm through his as he 

stood, smiled and said nothing. He had met Hana in America, but he had waited to fall 

in love with her until he was sure she was Japanese. His father would never have 

received her unless she had been pure in her race. 

(i) Complete the sentence appropriately.      

  1 

Hana was attired in ___________. 

(ii)  With reference to the above, how will you describe Dr. Sadao as a son? 

  1 

(a) Indifferent (b) Obedient (c) Defiant (d) Practical 

(iii)  What is óthis momentô all about?      

  1 

It is a moment of ______: 

(a) Emotional turmoil  (b) Tranquility (c) Agitation  (d) Conflict 

(iv) From the extract, what can you infer about Dr Sadao and Hanaôs relationship?

  1 

OR 

(b) When I heard this, I didnôt want to laugh any more, and I felt terribly sad. 

How could they believe that it was disgusting if one of us held that package in his 

hands, even though the vadai had been wrapped first in a banana leaf, and then 

parcelled in paper? I felt so provoked and angry that I wanted to touch those wretched 

vadais myself straight away. Why should we have to fetch and carry for these people, 

I wondered. Such an important elder of ours goes meekly to the shops to fetch snacks 

and hands them over reverently, bowing and shrinking, to this fellow who just sits 

there and stuffs them into his mouth. The thought of it infuriated me. 

(i) óI felt terribly sadô. The reason for the speakerôs sadness is because it was an 

act of ---------------.   1 

 

(ii)  Choose the correct option:       

  1 

óThe thought of it infuriated meô with reference to the above line, what do you think is 

the impact of the incident on the speaker? 

(a) The speaker was sympathetic and helpless. (b) The speaker was angry 

and condemning 

(c) The speaker was excited to see the incident. (d) The speaker was very 

impressed and motivated 

(iii)  Complete the sentence suitably:      

  1 

óI wanted to touch those wretched vadais myselfô 

The above expression indicates the speakerôs _________. 

(iv) Select the correct option from those given in brackets, to fill in the blanks: 

  1 

The incident made the speaker realise that the discrimination 

was________(dehumanizing/elevating) 

4. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the given 

two,(a) or (b): 1x6=6 

(a)They thought he would demand repayment in full of the money which they had 

illegally and deceitfully extorted from the sharecroppers. He asked only 50 per cent. 

ñThere he seemed adamantò, write Reverend J.Z. Hodge, a British missionary in 

Champaran, who observed the entire episode at close range, ñthinking probably that 



 

 

he would not give way, the representatives of the planters offered to refund to the 

extent of 25 per cent, and to his amazement Mr Gandhi took him at his words thus 

breaking the deadlock.ò 

(i) Choose the correct option:       

  1 

óThere he seemed adamantô, reflects Gandhiôs trait of being: 

     (a) Arrogant (b) Uncompromising (c) Argumentative(d)

 Courageous 

(ii)  The status of sharecroppers as inferred from the above line is:  

  1 

             (a) law abiding citizens (b) followers of Gandhi  

            (c) victims of exploitation (d) contract labourers 

(iii)  Complete the following sentence:      

  1 

Gandhi surprised them by _______________________. 

(iv) The inference that can be drawn from the line ñMr Gandhi took him at his 

wordò is 1 

(v) óDeadlockô in the last line means _______     

  1 

(a) Agreement (b) Impasse (c) breakthrough (d) continuation 

(vi) What do we infer about the attitude of planters towards sharecroppers? 

  1 

(a) The planters were gentle and kind.    

(b) The planters were unfair and greedy. 

(c) The planters were helpful and compassionate.   

(d) The British planters were naïve. 

(b) The next day both men got up in good season. The crofter was in a hurry to 

milk his cow, and the other man probably thought he should not stay in bed when the 

head of the house had gotten up. They left the cottage at the same time. The crofter 

locked the door and put the key in his pocket. The man with the rattraps said good bye 

and thank you, and thereupon each went his own way. 

OR 

But half an hour later the rattrap peddler stood again before the door. He did not try to 

get in, however. He only went up to the window, smashed a pane, stuck it in his hand, 

and got hold of the pouch with the thirty Kronor. He took the money and thrust it into 

his pocket. Then he hung the leather pouch very carefully back in its place and went 

away. 

(i) Select the correct option from those given in the bracket, to fill in the blank.

  1 

The behaviour of the peddler as described in the above extract is an act of  . 

(deceit/obedience). 

(ii)  ñBoth men got up in good season.ò The author uses the expression ógood 

seasonô to denote that: 1 

(a) They slept for a long time.  (b) They got up in a good mood. 

(c) They got up early and timely.  (d) They got up hurriedly 

(iii)  State the irony in the peddlerôs response. ñThe man with the rattraps said good 

bye and thank youò.         

    1 

(iv) Choose the correct option:       

  1 

The flaw in the peddlerôs character as reflected in the above extract is: 



 

 

(a) He is jealous of rich people.  (b) He indulges in self-pity 

(c) He can rob his benefactor.  (d) He can sleep anywhere without 

any hesitation. 

(v) Complete the following sentence:      

  1 

The role of the cow in the crofterôs life is ____________ . 

(vi) Choose one instance from the above extract to show that peddler acting like a 

well-mannered person.1 

 

10. Answer any five of the following six questions in 40-50 words each.

 5x2=10 

(i) Why did the villagers attend the last lesson? (The Last Lesson) 

(ii)  Aunt Jennifer is good at art work. Justify (Aunt Jenniferôs Tigers) 

(iii)  Saheb and Mukesh, both are victims of exploitation. How? (Lost Spring) 

(iv) How did the American publisher react to `The Name of the Roseô initially? 

(The Interview) 

(v) A thing of Beauty is a joy forever. What is Keats trying to convey here? (A 

Thing of Beauty) 

(vi) Compare and contrast the characters of Sophie and Jansie. (Going Places) 

11. Answer any two of the following three questions in 40-50 words each.

 2x2=4 

(i) Diwan was a very resourceful person. Justify (The Tiger King) 

(ii)  Why did Geoff Green choose school students for the Antarctica expedition? 

(Journey to the End of the Earth) 

(iii)  Why did Lamb not have curtains in his windows? (On the Face of It) 

 

12. Answer any one of the following questions in 120-150 words: 1x5=5 

(i) K Subbu was a highly versatile person in Gemini Studios. Elaborate (Poets 

and Pancakes)  

OR 

(ii)  Imagine if Gandhi had visited Firozabad, what social services he would have 

volunteered there and how do you think he would have inspired the young men of 

Firozabad to fight for their rights (Lost Spring & Indigo) 

13. Answer any one of the following questions in 120-150 words: 1x5=5 

(i) Describe briefly the scene at the third level of the Grand Central as seen (or 

seems to be seen) by Charley. (The Third Level) 

OR 

(ii)  Imagine you are Tishani Doshi, and you have been invited by Rajiv Public 

School, New Delhi, to deliver a speech on your experience in Antarctica and how 

small things can make a big difference in our lives. Share your views on how polluted 

air, water and land has affected Delhi. (Journey to the End of the Earth) 
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SUBJECT ï POLITICAL SCIENCE  

 

SAMPLE QUESTIONPAPER 1 

SECTIONïA (12x1=12MARKS) Marks 

1. The end of bipolarity in international politics led to an increase 

in_____________. 

A) Proxy wars bʝtwʝʝn super powers 

B) Arms race bʝtwʝʝn super powers 

C) Multilateral diplomacy and cooperation 

D) Bipolarity in international politics 

 

2. Agenda-21 is related to which one of the following? 

A) Rio Summit 

B) Antarctic Treaty 

C) Montreal Protocol 

D) Antarctic Environmental Protocol 

 

3 Given below are two statements: 

Statement I: In the traditional view of security, most threats to a countryôs 

security come from outside its borders. 

 

Statement II: In world politics, each country has to be responsible for its 

ownsecurity.In the light of above statement, choose the correct answer 

from theoptions given below: 

A) Only statement I is correct. 

B) Only statement II is correct 

C) Both statements I and II are correct. 

D) Both statements I and II are not correct. 

 

 

4 Identify the group of countries that had been part of the Soviet Union 

before itsdisintegration: 

A) Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, Armenia 

B) Armenia, West Germany, Azerbaijan 

C) Poland, East Germany, Norway 

D) Norway, Hungary, Romania 

 

5 The idea of global security emerged in: 

A) 1960s 

B) 1970s 

C) 1980s 

D) 1990s 



 

 

 

6 In the following question, a statement of Assertion (A) is followed by a 

statement of Reason(R). Choose the appropriate option as answer: 

Assertion (A): At the G-8 meeting in June 2005, India pointed out that the 

percapita emission rates of the developing countries are a tiny 

fraction of those in the developed world. 

Reason(R): A review of the implementation of the agreements at the 

EarthSummit in Rio was undertaken by India in 1997. 

Options: 

A) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A. 

C) A is true, but R is false. 

D) A is false, but R is true. 

 

7 What is the primary purpose of Indiaôs foreign policy? 

A) Pursuing Territorial expansion 

B) Promoting Economic exploitation 

C) National security and economic development 

D) Building exclusive military alliances 

 

8 External affairs minister to visit China in 1979 was: 

A) Rajiv Gandhi 

B) Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

C) P.V. Narsimha Rao 

D) Manmohan Singh 

 

9 Identify the leader who initiated the concept of integral humanism: 

A) Ram Manohar Lohia 

B) S.P Mukherjee 

C) Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 

D) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

 

10 Match the names of the leaders given below with the political parties 

withthe help of codes given below: 

Leaders      Political Parties 

I Acharya Narendra Dev    i Communist Party of India 

II A. K. Gopalan     ii Bhartiya Jana Sangh 

III Rafi Ahmed Kidwai    iii Praja Socialist Party 

IV Shyama Prasad Mukherjee   iv Indian National Congress 

Codes: 

A) I-(ii), II -(iv), III -(iii), IV -(i) 

B) I-(iii), II -(i), III -(iii), IV -(iv) 

C) I-(ii), II -(i), III -(iv), IV-(iii)  

D) I-(iii), II -(i), III -(iv), IV-(ii)  



 

 

 

11 Identify the leader of Indian National Congress who became the first 

ChiefMinister of Jammu and Kashmir: 

A) Sheikh Abdullah 

B) Omar Abdullah 

C) Ghulam Mohammed Sadiq 

D) Mufti Mohammed Sayeed 

 

12 Arrange the following in chronological order of their creation: 

I) Arunachal Pradesh 

II) Punjab 

III) Nagaland 

IV) Tripura 

Select the correct option: 

A) (III), (II), (IV), (I)  

B) (II), (IV), (I), (III)  

C) (IV), (I), (III), (II)  

D) (I), (II), (III), (IV)  

 

SECTIONïB (6x2=12MARKS) 

13 What were the early initiatives taken by the Planning Commission 

(now NITIAayog) for building a new India? 

14 Explain the process of democratisation in Maldives.  

15 Describe two forms of cooperative security as per its traditional notion.  

16 Why was Mandal Commission appointed? Explain the reason.  

17 What is the difference between one-party dominance and a one-party 

system?  

18 Explain the meaning of global poverty.  

SECTION-C (5x4=20MARKS) 

19 Explain the role played by India under Jawaharlal Nehru in 

maintaining Afro-Asian Unity. 

 

20 Regional demands from different parts of India exemplify the 

principle of unitywith diversityô. Do you agree? Support your answer 

with appropriate arguments. 

 

21 A óAlthough India has maintained good relations with all the post-

communistcountries, yet the strongest relations are still between India and 

Russiaô. Explainthe reasons with suitable arguments. 

OR 

21 B Highlight any two positive and negative features each, of the Soviet 

system. 

22 A. Analyse any two causes of globalisation.  

OR 



 

 

22 B. ñWelfare State is getting replaced by market.ò Analyse the reasons 

for thischange. 

23 Explain any four outcomes of Lok Sabha elections of 1977.  

SECTION-D (3x4=12MARKS) 

24 Study the picture given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 
Choose the most appropriate option: 

I) Which Summit has brought the environmental issues to the center stage 

of global politics? 

A) G-8 summit 

B) Earth summit 

C) Antarctic summit 

D) Stockholm summit 

 

II) What do the two men shown in the image symbolise? 

A) First World and the Third World countries 

B) Second World and the Third World counties 

C) Developed and under developed World 

D) First World and the Second World counties 

 

III) What these two men are trying to save? 

A) Outer space 

B) Oceans 

C) Forests 

D) Earth 

 

IV) The Global North includes which of the following regions? 

A) Africa and Asia 

B) Europe and North America 

C) Latin America and Oceania 

D) South America and the Middle East 

 



 

 

25 In the given outline political map of India, four states have been 

marked as (A),(B), (C) and (D). Identify these states on the basis of the 

information given belowand write their correct names in your answer 

book along with the respectiveserial numbers of the information used and 

the concerned alphabets as per theformat that follows: 

Sr. Number for the 

Information used 

 

Concernedalphabet 

given in 

the map 

 

 

Name of the State 

 

I 

 

  

II  

 

  

III  

 

  

IV 

 

  

 

I) The state where a coalition called the SVD with the two socialist 

parties SSP 

and the PSP came to power after 1967 election. 

II) The state where Congress did not get the majority but formed 

government 

with the help from others. 

III) The state associated with the defection in 1967 election. 

IV) K.Kamraj was the Chief Minister of this state. 

 
 

26 Read the passage and choose the most appropriate answer for the 



 

 

questions given below: 

No region exists in a vacuum. It is influenced by outside powers and 

events nomatter how much it may try to insulate itself from non-regional 

powers. Somecountries remain key players in South Asian politics. Sino-

Indian relations haveimproved significantly in the last ten years, but 

Chinaôs strategic partnership withPakistan remains a major irritant. The 

demands of development and globalizationhave brought the two Asian 

giants closer and their economic ties have multipliedrapidly since 1991. 

 

I) Which two countries have been referred to as óOutside powersô? 

A) India and China 

B) China and Pakistan 

C) USA and China 

D) India and USA 

 

II) Name the two Asian giants 

A) USA and China 

B) Russia and India 

C) India and China 

D) India and USA 

 

III) Which one of the following countries is NOT a South Asian Country? 

A) Maldives 

B) Nepal 

C) Japan 

D) Bhutan 

 

IV) Which one of the following countries is NOT a member of SAARC? 

A) Nepal 

B) India 

C) China 

D) Pakistan 

SECTION-E(4X6=24MARKS) 

27 A What steps should be taken to strengthen the UNO? Explain any 

four reasons asto why India should be given a permanent membership in 

the UN SecurityCouncil. 

 

OR 

27 B Trace the evolution of the United Nations since its establishment in 

1945. Howdoes it function with the help of its structures and agencies? 

 

28 A) In spite of serious differences between major national political 

parties,emergence of new consensus is being viewed with interestô. In the 

light of thisstatement describe any three consensus. 



 

 

 

OR 

28 B )óA two-party system is considered as the best form for a democratic 

system.India, on the other hand, has a multi-party systemô. Assess the 

advantages ofthe multi-party system in India. 

 

29 A )ñThe accommodation of regional demands and the formation of 

linguistic stateswere seen as more democratic.ò Justify the statement with 

suitable arguments. 

OR 

29 B )What was the approach of the Government of India towards the 

princely statesimmediately after the partition of India in 1947? Describe 

how the princely stateof Manipur acceded to India. 

 

30 A )Assess the role of ASEAN as an economic association.  

OR 

30 B )Can Japan effectively function as an alternative centre of power? 

Supportyour answer with logical explanation. 

 

SAMPLE QUESTIONPAPER 2 

 

SECTIONïA (12x1=12 MARKS) 

 

1 The collapse of Soviet Union was followed by Shock Therapy. Which 

of the followingstatements is NOT correct about Shock Therapy? 

A) The transition involved a breakup of the existing trade alliances 

among thecountries of the Soviet bloc. 

B) Shock therapy involved a drastic change in the external orientation of 

theseeconomies. 

C) FDI and free trade were to be the main engines. 

D) The Eastern capitalist states guided and controlled the development of 

the region. 

 

2 In the following question, a statement of Assertion (A) is followed by a 

statement ofReason(R). Choose the appropriate answer from the options 

given below as thecorrect answer: 

Assertion (A): In December 1991, under the leadership of Yeltsin, Russia, 

Ukraineand Georgia, three major republics of the USSR, declared that 

theSoviet Union was disbanded. 

Reason(R): The rise of nationalism led to various protests in Post-Soviet 

Republics. 

Options: 

A) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A. 

B) Both A and R are true, but R is not the correct explanation of A. 



 

 

C) A is true, but R is false. 

D) A is false, but R is true. 

 

3 Match the terms given in column óAô correctly with their meaning 

given in column óBô and choose the appropriate code as the correct 

answer: 

Column óAô Column óBô 

 

I Confidence 

building measure 

 

(i) Giving up certain types of 

weapons 

II Arms Control (ii) A process of exchanging 

information on Defense matters 

between nations on a regular basis. 

 

III Alliance (iii) A coalition of nations meant to 

deter or Defend against 

military attacks. 

 

IV Disarmament (iv) Regulates the acquisition or 

development of weapons. 

 

 

 

  Codes: 

A) I-(ii), II -(iv), III -(iii), IV -(i) 

B) I-(ii), II -(i), III -(iii), IV -(iv) 

C) I-(ii), II -(i), III -(iv), IV-(iii)  

D) I-(iv), II -(ii), III -(iii), IV -(i) 

 

4 In recent times, most of the armed conflicts have taken place in:  

A) Eastern Europe 

B) South Asia 

C) Middle East Asia 

D) Sub-Saharan Africa 

 

5 Given below are two statements:  

Statement I: Resource geopolitics pertains to the allocation of resources 

during thecold war. 

Statement II: Oil is considered as the most important resource in global 

politics.In the light of above statements, choose the correct answer from 

the options givenbelow: 

A) Both statement I and Statement II are true 

B) Both statement I and Statement II are false. 



 

 

C) Statement I is true, but Statement II is false. 

D) Statement I is false, but Statement II is true. 

 

6 Arrange the following in chronological order of their formation:  

I) Energy Conservation Act 

II) Paris Climate Agreement 

III)  The Electricity Act 

IV) Montreal Protocol 

Choose the correct option: 

A) (I), (II), (III), (IV)  

B) (II), (IV), (I), (III)  

C) (IV), (I), (III), (II)  

D) (III), (I), (II), (IV)  

 

7 The ñEra of One-Party Dominanceò in India refers to the period from : 

A) 1952 to1962 

B) 1977 to1984 

C) 1989 to 1996 

D) 1998 to 2004 

 

8 Identify and write the Incorrect pair: 

A) Dr. B.R Ambedkarï Chairman of Drafting Committee of the Indian 

Constitution 

B) Maulana Abul Kalam AzadïIndiaôs first Education Minister 

C) Rajkumari Amrit Kaurð Indiaôs first Health Minister 

D) Acharya Narendra DevðFounding President of the Communist Party 

of India. 

9 Which conference marked the zenith of Indiaôs engagement with the 

newlying dependent Asian and African nations? 

A) Malaysian Conference 

B) Singapore Conference 

C) Bandung Conference 

D) Egyptian Conference 

 

10 Which of the following issues led to the attack on Egypt in 1956 by 

Britain? 

A) Suez Canal issue 

B) Suzhou Canal issue 

C) Panama Canal issue 

D) Bruges Canal issue 

 

11 óBodoô is a community in state of India. 

A) Arunachal Pradesh 

B) Assam 



 

 

C) Manipur 

D) Mizoram 

 

12 Which of the following Schedules of the Constitution allows complete 

autonomy todifferent tribes to preserve their practices and customary 

laws? 

A) Fourth Schedule 

B) Sixth Schedule 

C) Seventh Schedule 

D) Eighth Schedule 

 

SECTION-B (6x2=12 MARKS) 

13 óNuclear weapons as deterrence or defense have limited usage against 

contemporary security threats to states.ô Explain the statement. 

 

14 Show with the help of two examples that involvement of USA in 

South Asia hasincreased after the end of Cold War. 

 

15 It is now an almost universally-accepted view that countries should 

only go to war forthe right reasons. Explain with an example. 

 

16 Did the prevalence of óone-party dominanceô in India affect the 

democraticnature of Indian politics? Express your opinion. 

 

17 Explain any two reasons which led to a multi-party alliance system in 

Indianpolitics since 1989. 

 

18 List two models of development and give reason for the model 

adopted by India.  

SECTION -C (5x4=20 MARKS) 

19 List four Directive Principles of State Policy that aim to promote 

internationalpeace and security. 

 

20 Describe the events that led to the merger of Sikkim with India.  

 

21 A) ñSoviet Union's disintegration was the consequence of many 

different factorsò.Justify the statement 

 

OR 

B) óMost former Soviet republics had tensions and conflicts.ô Support the 

statement with examples. 

 

22 A) Analyse any two political consequences of globalization 4 

OR 



 

 

B) Analyse any two reasons for resistance to globalisation in India. 

 

23 Examine the factors that led to the conflict between the Judiciary and 

theParliament in India in 1973. 

 

SECTION-D (3x4=12 MARKS) 

24 Study the picture given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 
Choose the most appropriate option: 

I) What does the lighter in the cartoon symbolize? 

A) The Earth being consumed as a source of fuel 

B) The continents being burned for energy 

C) The world being used up for power 

D) The oceans being exploited for its resources 

 

II) Why are the fingers in the cartoon designed like chimneys? 

A) To represent humans are supporting earth 

B) To show only humans are causing global warming 

C) To show importance of chimneys in cleaning factories 

D) To show importance of industrial revolution 

 

III) The main theme of the cartoon could be: 

A) The celebration of technological advancement 

B) The impact of deforestation on wildlife 

C) The role of industrial pollution in global warming 

D) The importance of reducing waste to save planet 

 

IV) Thicker chimney has been shown on the push button of the lighter to 

showthat 

A) only humans can stop pollution 

B) only developed countries contribute to pollution 

C) pollution can be curbed by shutting factories 

D) chimneys need to be made more efficient to save earth. 

 



 

 

25 In the given outline political map of India, four states have been 

marked as (A),(B), (C) and (D). Identify these states on the basis of the 

information givenbelow and write their correct names in your answer 

book along with therespective serial numbers of the information used and 

the concerned alphabetsas per the format that follows: 

 

Sr. Number for the 

Information used 

Concerned 

 

Concerned 

alphabet given in 

the map 

Name of the State 

 

I   

II  

 

  

III  

 

  

IV 

 

  

 

 

I) The state related to the leader who coined the famous slogan óJai 

Jawan-Jai Kisan. 

II) The state associated with the formation of DK, DMK and AIADMK 

III) The state where a coalition called the óPopular United Frontô came to 

power after 1967 election 

IV)  The official Congress candidate for the 1969 Presidential election 

belonged to this state 

 
26 Read the passage and choose the most appropriate answer for the 

questions given below: 

 

In spite of the many conflicts, the states of South Asia recognize the 

importance ofcooperation and friendly relationship, among themselves. 



 

 

The South AsianAssociation for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is a 

major regional initiative by theSouth Asian states to evolve cooperation 

through multilateral means. It began in1985. Unfortunately, due to 

persisting political differences, SAARC has not hadmuch success. 

SAARC members signed the South Asian Free Trade (SAFTA) 

agreement which promised the formation of a free trade zone for the 

whole of SouthAsia 

 

I) Which of the following was the primary goal of establishing South 

AsianAssociation for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)? 

A) To create a unified military force 

B) To enhance mutual support 

C) To develop a common currency 

D) To resolve territorial disputes among member states 

 

II) What was the main objective of the South Asian Free Trade 

Agreement (SAFTA)? 

A) To create safer environment for investment. 

B) To establish free and fare market place. 

C) To form chamber of South Asian Association of Commerce. 

D) To promote business through cultural ties. 

 

III) Explain the significance of SAARC in South Asia and the factor 

which led to thelimited success of SAARC. 

SECTION-E (4X6=24MARKS) 

27 A) Examine the impact of any three political developments that India 

witnessedbetween the periods 1989 to 1999. 

 

OR 

B) ñThe elections of 1989 marked the end of the congress system and rise 

of thecoalition eraò. Support the statement with any three arguments. 

 

28 A) Describe the socio-economic effects of the Partition of British 

India in 1947. 

OR 

B) Language has always played an imperative role in uniting the country. 

Explain thestatement in the context of challenge of nation building in 

India after independence. 

29 A) Evaluate the effectiveness of the European Union as the most 

prominent regionalorganization. 

 

OR 

B) Support with arguments that South Korea is emerging as a new 

alternate centerof power. 



 

 

 

30 A) ñAfter the end of the Cold War, the United Nation is working in 

accordance withthe changed realities of the worldò. Justify the statement 

with six arguments. 

 

OR 

B) ñThe United Nations was not created to take humanity to heaven, but 

to save itfrom hell.ò Support the statement with relevant examples. 

 

SUBJECT ïHISTORY  
 

SAMPLE PAPER 1 

Section A  (1X21=21) 

1 Identify the ruler of the Satvahana dynasty with the help of following 

information: 

Options: 

A.Gotami-puta Siri-Vijaya-Satakani 

B.Gotami-puta Siri Satakani 

C.Gotami-puta sami-Siri-Yana-Satakani 

D.Vasithi-puta (sami-)Siri Pulumayi 

 

2 Who among the following had issued the first gold coins in the first 

century CE? 

A.The Yaudheyas 

B.The Parthians 

C.The Guptas 

D.The Kushanas 
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2 Who among the following had issued the first gold coins in the first 

century 

CE? 

A.The Yaudheyas 

B.The Parthians 

C.The Guptas 

D.The Kushanas 

 

3.Match the following and select the correct option 

 

List-I 

Harappan Site 

 

List-II  

Famous for 

 

1. Lothal a. Specialised centres for 

making 



 

 

shell objects 

2. Kalibangan b. Near sources of carnelian 

 

3. Dholavira c. Evidence of ploughed field 

found 

 

4. Nageshwar d. Water reservoirs found. 

 

 

 

A. 1 - b, 2- c, 3 -d , 4- a 

B. 1 - a, 2- d, 3 -c , 4- b 

C. 1 - c, 2- b, 3 -d , 4- a 

D. 1 - d, 2- a, 3 -b , 4- c 

 

4 Which one of the following statements is the correct explanation of 

óEndogamyô? 

A. Marriage outside a kin group. 

B. Marriage within a kin group. 

C. A woman having several husbands. 

D.A man having several wives. 

 

5 Identify the given image from the following options: 

 

 
Options: 

A. Sculpture of a Gupta king 

B. Sculpture of a Maurya king 

C. Sculpture of a Kushana king 

D. Sculpture of a Chola king 

 

6 ñBe lamps unto yourselves as all of you must work out your own 

liberation.ò 

Identify the essence of the words of Buddha from the options given below: 

A. One should connect to inner being. 

B. One should live life of brahmacharya 

C. One should focus and express feelings 

D. One should spread religion everywhere. 



 

 

 

7 Which one among the following dynasties built the Hiriya canal? 

A. Sangama dynasty 

B. Tuluva dynasty 

C. Saluva dynasty 

D. Aravidu dynasty 

 

8 Fill in the blank : 

The local merchants of the Vijayanagara empire who participated in the 

trade of 

horses were called-----------------: 

A. Gajapati 

B. Mahanayakas 

C. Kudirai Chettis 

D. Narapati 

 

9 Find out the correct chronological order of óthe Chishti Silsilaô from the 

following options : 

I. Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya 

II. Shaikh Fariduddin Ganj ï Shakar 

III. Shaikh Nasiruddin Chiragh-i Delhi 

IV. Shaikh Muinuddin Sijzi 

Options: 

A. I, II, III & IV  

B. II, III ,IV& I  

C. III,II, I & IV  

D. IV,II,I& III  

 

10 Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion(A) and the 

other 

labelled as Reason (R). 

Assertion (A): Archaeologists and historians find Harappan script 

enigmatic 

Reason (R): The Harrapan script remains undeciphered till date. 

A.Both (A) and (R) are correct and (R)is the correct explanation of (A) 

B.Both (A) and (R) are correct, but (R) is not the correct explanation of 

(A) 

C.(A) is correct, but (R) is not correct 

D. (R) is correct, but (A) is not correct 

 

11 Complete the following with the correct option 

Kitab ul Hind : Al-Biruni , Rihla :éééééé. : 

A. Ibn Hawqal 

B. Ibn Jubayr 



 

 

C. Ibn Qalaqis 

D. Ibn Battuta 

 

12 Which among the following is Correctly matched? 

List I       List II 

CENTRE      LEADER 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A. Delhi      Nana Saheb 

B. Kanpur      Kunwar Singh 

C. Arrah      Bahadur Shah 

D. Lucknow     Birjis Qadr 

13 Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion(A) and the 

other 

labelled as Reason (R). 

Assertion (A): The Santhals were given land and persuaded to settle in 

the rocky 

upper part of Rajmahal Hills. 

Reason (R): The British perceived Paharias and Santhals as ideal settlers 

A. Both (A) and (R) are correct and (R)is the correct explanation of (A) 

B. Both (A) and (R) are correct, but (R) is not the correct explanation of 

(A) 

C. (A) is correct, but (R) is not correct 

D. (R) is correct, but (A) is not correct 

14 Consider the following statements and select the correct from the 

following option: 

I. François Bernier was closely associated with the Prince Dara Shukoh. 

II.Bernier travelled to several parts of the country, and wrote accounts 

III.He dedicated his major writing to the king of France and Aurangzeb. 

Options 

A. II & III  

B. II &III  

C. I & II  

D. I & III  

15 From which of the following regions Ahom rulers belonged to? 

A. Delhi 

B. Orissa 

C. Ajmer 

D. Assam 

 

16 Which one of the following metallic coins was more prevalent during 

the 

Mughal Empire.? 

A. Gold 

B. Copper 



 

 

C. Bronze 

D. Silver 

 

17 Who among the following Introduced Permanent Settlement in Bengal? 

A. Lord Cornwallis 

B. Lord Dalhousie 

C. Lord Irwin 

D. Lord Bentinck 

 

18 Which of the following options is correct? 

A. Gandhi ji started Quit India Mission in 1930. 

B. Gandhiji gave his first speech in Champaran 

C. Gandhiji worked as radical nationalist leader 

D. Gandhi considered G.K. Gokhale as his political mentor 

 

19 Find out from the following pairs which one is NOT correctly matched: 

A. Lord Wellesley: Subsidiary Alliance 

B. Lord Dalhousie: Doctrine of Lapse 

C. Lord Henry Hardinge: Introduced the Enfield rifles 

D. Lord Canning: Religious Disabilities Act 

20 Who among the following was the President of Constituent Assembly? 

A. Jawahar Lal Nehru 

B. B.R. Ambedkar 

C. Rajendra Prasad 

D. Vallabh Bhai Patel 

 

21 Which one of the following languages was favored by Gandhiji as the 

national language? 

A. Hindi 

B. Urdu 

C. Hindustani 

D. English 
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21 Which one of the following languages was favored by Gandhiji as the 

national language? 

A. Hindi 

B. Urdu 

C. Hindustani 

D. English 

1 

SECTION B 

                 (SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 3X6=18) 

22 Describe any three sources to know about Harrapan civilization. 

OR 



 

 

Describe any three features of Harrapan drainage system. 

 

23 ñMagadha was the most powerful Mahajanpada ó. Examine the 

statement  

24 Analyze the concept of the Asiatic mode of production as stated by 

KarlMarx. 

 

25 Describe the features of water resources of Vijayanagar empire.  

26 ñThe power of the Jotedars was more effective than that of the 

zamindars. 

Justify the statement with suitable arguments. 

 

27 ñArt and literature helped in keeping alive the memory of 1857.ò 

Explain with examles from Indian perspective. 
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SECTION B 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 3X6=18 

22 Describe any three sources to know about Harrapan civilization. 

OR 

Describe any three features of Harrapan drainage system. 

3 

23 ñMagadha was the most powerful Mahajanpada ó. Examine the 

statement 3 

24 Analyze the concept of the Asiatic mode of production as stated by 

Karl 

Marx. 

3 

25 Describe the features of water resources of Vijayanagar empire. 3 

26 ñThe power of the Jotedars was more effective than that of the 

zamindars. 

Justify the statement with suitable arguments. 

3 

27 ñArt and literature helped in keeping alive the memory of 1857.ò 

Explain with examples from Indian perspective. 

OR 

óRumours and prophesies played an important role in the Revolt of 1857.ô 

Explain the statement with example. 



 

 

SECTION C 

                          (Long Answer Type Questions 8x3=24) 

28 Describe the familial relationship observed during Mahabharat era. 

OR 

Describe the Social implications of access to Resources during 

Mahabharat period 

 

29 Analyze the importance and limitations of A-i-Akbari as a source of 

Akbarôs reign. 

OR 

Examine the ways in which panchayats and village headmen regulated 

Mughal rural society. 

 

30 Explain the importance of Non-Cooperation Movement. 

OR 

Explain the significance of Civil Disobedience Movement 

 

SECTION -D 

                                (Source Based Questions 4x3=12) 

31 Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that 

follow: 

 
31.1) Why was Sanchi an interest to Alexander Cunningham? 

31.2) How was Sanchi related with the Buddhism? 

31.3) How did Shahjahan Begum conserve Sanchi stupa? 

 

32 Read the following source carefully and answer the questions 

thatfollow: 



 

 

 
32.1) Examine the reason of calling Meera Bai as an ascetic figure. 

32.2) Analyze Meera Baiôs relation with Mewar. 

32.3) How was Mirabai unique among the poet-saints of the Bhakti 

movement. 

33 Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that 

follow:

 
 

33.1) Explain the term sovereignty 

33.2) How has democracy been related with sovereignty in the passage? 



 

 

33.3) How did the Constitutional framers highlighted the need of 

economic democracy? 

SECTION E 

(Map Based Question 1x5=5) 

34 

 (34.1) On the given political map of India, locate and label the following 

with appropriate symbols: 

I. Amravati ï A Stupa 

II. Rakhigarhi- Indus Valley Site 

III. Agra-Territory Under the Control of Mughals 

OR 

Vijayanagar- Capital of Vijayanagar empire 

 

(34.2) On the same outline map, two places have been marked as óA and 

B,as the centres of the Revolt of 1857 Identify them and write their 

correct names on the lines drawn near them. 

 
 

SAMPLE PAPER 2 

 

(SECTION ï A 1 x 21) 



 

 

Q. 1. Which one of the following was the main demand of the Khilafat 

movement? 

a. Dominion status for India 

b. Self-rule to India 

c. Restoration of Caliphate of Turkey 

d. Revival of orthodox culture of Islam 

 

Q. 2 Which of the following issues did not contribute to the spread of the 

revolt of 1857? 
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a. Issue of cartridges 

b. Conversion of Indians to Christianity 

c. Mixing of bone dust in flour 

d. Giving due right to the princely states. 

Q. 3 Who among the following was the best known ruler of the 

Satavahana Dynasty? 

a. Yagnasri Satakarni 

b. Simuka Satakarni 

c. Gotami-puta Siri- Satakarni 

d. Vashisthaputra Satakarni 

Q. 4 Identify the picture from the given options 

 
 

Options. 

a. Terracota figure of a sathavahana ruler 

b. Ashoka fighting Kalinga war. 

c. Terracota figure depicting a scene from Mahabaratha (West Bengal) 

d. A sculpture depicting Krishna advising Arjuna. 

 

Q. 5 Fill in the blanks. 

Ashoka erected a pillar at ---------------- to mark that he had visited that 

place. 

a. Sarnath 

b. Sanchi 

c. Bodh Gaya 

d. Lumbini. 

 



 

 

Q. 6 Consider the following statements regarding Harappan Culture and 

choose the correct option. 

i. The most unique feature was the development of urban centres. 

ii. The settlements were divided into two sections i.e. the citadel and the 

lower town. 

iii. Drainage system was ordinary and unplanned. 

iv. Roads were not laid out along a grid pattern. 

Options 

a. Only (i) is correct. 

b. Only (i) and (ii) are correct. 

c. Only (ii) and (iii) are correct. 

d. Only (iii) and (iv) are correct. 

 

Q 7 

There are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason (R), 

mark your answer as per the codes given below. 

Assertion (A) Asoka inscribed his messages to his subjects and officials 

on stone surfaces. 

Reason (R) He wanted to proclaim what religion should be followed by 

all. 

a. Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A 

b. Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation of A 

c. A is true, but R is false 

d. A is false, but R is true 

 

Q 8 Identify the craft centers related to the Harapan civilization with the 

help of the given information. 

 Located near the coast. 

 They were specialized for making shell objects. 

Options. 

a. Chanhudaro and Mahenjadaro 

b. Nageshwar and Balakot 

c. Harappa and Lothal 

d. Bharuch and Dholavira 

 

Q 9 Who wrote the book Kitab-ul-Hind? 

a. Ibn Battuta 

b. b. Al- Biruni 

c. c. Francois Bernier 

d. d. Abdur Razzaq 

Q 10 Choose the correct option from the following statements with 

reference to the Magadha empire. 

a. Initially Pataliputra was the capital of Magadha. 

b. Chandra Gupta was one of the early rulers of Magadha who ruled in 



 

 

6 BCE. 

c. Magadha became the most powerful Mahajanapada between 6th and 

4th BCE. 

d.Ashoka was the founder of Mauryan dynasty. 

Q 11 Read the following statements carefully and identify the place 

wherethis Dargah is located from the given options. 

i. It is a Dargah of the Shaikh Moinuddin Chishti. 

ii. Akbar visited this place many times. 

a. Delhi 

b. Mehrauli 

c. Ajmer 

d. Fatehpur Sikri 

 

Q 12 Which one of the following countries was the source of cotton after 

the break of the American Civil War in 1861? 

a. America 

b. Africa 

c. India 

d. Sri Lanka 

Q 13 With reference to the role of the British officers in India, Match 

Column-B with column- A, by using the codes given below. 

 

Column-A Column-B 

 

a. Lord Cornwallis 1.Observer 

 

b. Augustus Cleveland 2.Economist 

 

c. Francis Buchanan 3.Governer General of Bengal 

 

d. David Ricardo 4.Policy of Pacification 

 

 

a. 2, 1, 4, 3. 

b. 3, 1, 2, 4, 

c. 3, 4, 1, 2. 

d. 2, 3, 4, 1 

Q 14 Who among the following led the flag of the Revolt of 1857 against 

the British in Bihar? 

a. Nana Sahib 

b. Maulvi Ahmadullah 

c. Kunwar Singh 

d. Birjis Qadr 

Q 15 The___________ was the amount assessed and ____________ was the 



 

 

amount collected by the Mughal Kings as land revenue. 

Choose the correct answer from the given options. 

a. Iqta and jagir 

b. Jama and Hasil 

c. Naqdi and Iqta 

d. Zabti and Jama 

 

Q 16 Who among the following travelled in the Vijayanagar empire in the 

15th century and was greatly impressed by the fortification of the 

Vijayanagar? 

a. Daurte Barbosa 

b. Colin Mackenzie 

c. Abdur Razzak 

d. Domingo Paes 

 

Q 17 Abuôl Fazl was a court historian of which the following 

Mughalemperor? 

a. Humayun 

b. Akbar 

c. Babur 

d. Jahangir 

 

Q 18 Choose the correct place from the given options: - 

Dussehra festival was held with great prestige and power at ________the 

Vijayanagar empire 

a. Hazara Rama Temple 

b. Virupaksha Temple 

c. Lotus Mahal 

d. Mahanavami Dibba. 

Q 19 Why was the task of defining minority rights in the Constituent 

Assembly difficult? Choose the correct option from the following: - 

a. Different groups had different demands regarding rights. 

b. British did not want to include it in the constitutional frame work. 

c. Gandhiji opposed the idea of special rights for some sections. 

d. Rights of people in Princely states were ambiguous. 

Q 20 Identify the name of the person from the information given below. 

a. He was born at Tangier in one of the most respectable and educated 

family. 

b. He considered experience gained through travel as a source of 

knowledge than books. 

c. He had travelled to midle east and few trading ports on the coast of 

East Africa. 

d. He wrote a book named Rihia 

Options 



 

 

a. Ibn Battuta 

b. Francois Bernier 

c. Al Biruni 

d. Domingo Paes 

Q 21 Gandhiji asked for the remission of taxes for the peasants in which 

of the following movement? 

a. Rowlatt satyagraha 

b. Champaran Satyagraha 

c. Kheda Satyagraha 

d. Salt Satyagraha 

 

SECTION B 

(SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS) ( 3 x 6=18) 

Q 22 Describe any three features of the burial sites in Harappa? 

OR 

Describe any three features of the óGreat Bathô used in the Harappan 

settlements. 

 

Q 23 Critically examine the limitations of the inscriptional evidence in 

understanding political and economic history of India. 

Q 24 ñIndia had unique system of communication during the 14th centuryò 

Examine the statement made by Ibn Battuta. 

 

Q 25 Analyse the main features of Amara nayaka system which was 

introduced in the Vijayanagar Empire. 

 

Q 26 ñThe Burdwan auction had a strange twist and was considered a big 

public event in 1797ò, explain the statement. 

 

Q 27 ñThe relationship of the sepoys with the superior white officers 

underwent a significant change in the years preceding the uprising 

of 1857ò, support the statement with examples. 

OR 

ñA cherry that will drop into our mouth one dayò, who made this 

remark?  

Explain the series of events that eventually led the cherry to fall into 

the mouth of the British 

SECTION C 

(LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS) (3 x 8 =24) 

Q 28 ñThe Mahabharata is an invaluable source available to historians to 

study social practices and norms in early societiesò, Justify the 

statement. 

OR 

Examine the elements analysed by the historians on the text of 



 

 

Mahabharata. 

 

Q 29 Examine the evidence that suggests land revenue was important for 

the Mughal Fiscal system. 

OR 

Examine the condition of zamindars in Mughal agrarian society. 

 

Q 30 ñThe Quit India Movement genuinely a mass movementò. Justify the 

statement. 

OR 

Examine the different kinds of sources from which the political career 

of Gandhiji and the history of the National movement could be 

reconstructed. 

SECTION D 

(SOURCE BASED QUESTIONS) (3 x 4 =12) 

Q 31 Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that 

follow: 

The world beyond the palace 

Just as the Buddhaôs teachings were compiled by his followers, the 

teachings of Mahavira were also recorded by his disciples. These were 

often in the form of stories, which could appeal to ordinary people. Here is 

one example, from a Prakrit text known as the Uttaradhyayana Sutta, 

describing how a queen named Kamalavati tried to persuade her husband 

to renounce the world: 

If the whole world and all its treasures were yours, you would not be 

satisfied, nor would all this be able to save you. When you die, O king and 

leave all things behind, dhamma alone, and nothing else, will save you. As 

a bird dislikes the cage, so do I dislike (the world). I shall live as a nun 

without offspring, without desire, without the love of gain, and without 

hatred éThose who have enjoyed pleasures 

and renounced them, move about like the wind, and go wherever they 

please, unchecked like birds in their flight é Leave your large kingdom é 

abandon what pleases the senses, be without 

attachment and property, then practise severe penance, being firm of 

energy é 

 

31.1 Identify the person who persuaded the king to renounce the 

world. 

31.2 ñOh king, dhamma alone and nothing else will save youò-. What 

does the word ñdhammaò signifies and whose teachings was 

followed by the disciple. 

31.3 Under which context the following statement ñunchecked like 

birds in their flightéò was told by the disciple of Mahavira? 

 



 

 

 

 

Q 32 Read the source given below carefully and answer the questions that 

follow: 

A demon? 

This is an excerpt from a poem by Karaikkal Ammaiyar in which she 

describes herself: The female Pey (demoness) with . . . bulging veins, 

protruding eyes, white teeth and shrunken stomach, red haired and jutting 

teeth lengthy shins extending till the ankles, shouts and wails while 

wandering in the forest. This is the forest of Alankatu, which is the home 

of our father (Shiva) who dances é with his matted hair thrown own in all 

eight directions, and with cool limbs. 

32.1. How beauty has been personified by Karaikal Ammaiyar? 

32.2. ñBulging veins, protruding eyes, white teeth and shrunken 

stomachò, ñShouts and wailsò. State the reason behind the poetôs 

condition in the excerpt given. 

32.3 Examine the phrase ñWith his matted hair thrown in all eightdirections 

ñ 

 

Q 33 Read the following source carefully and answer the questions that 

follow: 

ñThe British element is gone, but they have left the mischief behindò 

Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel said: It is no use saying that we ask for separate 

electorates, because it is good for us. We have heard it long enough. We 

have heard it for years, and as a result of this agitation we are now a 

separate nation é Can you show me one free country where there are 

separate electorates? If so, I shall be prepared to accept it. But in this 

unfortunate country if this separate electorate is going to be persisted in, 

even after the division of the country, woe betide the country; it is not worth 

living in. Therefore, I say, it is not for my good alone, it is for your own 

good 

that I say it, forget the past. One day, we may be united é The British 

element is gone, but they have left the mischief behind. We do not want to 

perpetuate that mischief. 

(Hear, hear). When the British introduced this element, they had not 

expected that they will have to go so soon. They wanted it for their easy 

administration. That is all right. But they have left the legacy behind. Are 

we to get out of it or not? 

CAD, VOL.V 

33.1. óThey have left a legacy behind ñwho is referred asô Theyô óin this 

statement. 

33.2. What do you infer from the statement óthey have left the legacy 

behind? 

33.3. Identify the ultimate message stressed by Sardar Valla Bhai 



 

 

Patel in his speech. 

SECTION E 

(MAP BASED QUESTION) (Marks5) 

34.1 On the given political map of India, locate and label the following 

with appropriate symbols: 

a. Kalibangan, a Harappan site 

b. Agra, a territory under Babur, Akbar, and Aurangzeb 

c. Sanchi, a Buddhist site. 

OR 

d. Ajanta, a Buddhist site 

 

34.2. On the same outline map, two places have been marked as A 

and B, which are the centres of Indian National movement. Identify

 
them and write their correct names on the lines drawn near them.  
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